and he brought a whole train set we gave
away as prizes and we actually: gave away
some pretly nice stoff for the fact there were

so few of us at the time. Reaily the first

Annual Convention: was. really very very

200d, we had tours of the Rock Island yards

and I have a movie of the first Annual Con-

vention. It's a niice color movie of the first
Annual Convention which shows the old

cars;-inan it’s amazing how the cars back
theri lock against what they ook like today.

I even:havé pictures, movies, of the Lionel

représentatives, wlhio don’t work: for them
anymore but we really had a nice first An-
nual Corivention. Isay [ was really worried
but when all those guys came, then T knew
it was OK. '

And then, of course, we had problems
like Stockdale and we had some other prob-
lems along the way here and there. [t'took
aboitt three, or four, or five years and then,
boy, finally the membership btarted to re-
ally grow. I think Chuck Seddon is really
responsible for getting the Club rolling be-
cauge he was President three straight years
and then after that; he served in other posi-
tions. There were d.Jot of guys that helped
out, 1 just mentioned some of the guys that
helped me to really get the Club gbing at
tirst like Jim Greytak who'was a colonel in
the Army atthe time. -He printed ali my lit-
erature and propaganda in the first few
months Twas starting the Club, I just didn’t
have money to send out propaganda I needed
so he helped me by being able to run copies
of stuff for me; like the first Constitution
and questionnaires, Tused tosend out ques-
tit_mnaires to ask the members what they
wanted what they wanted to talk about alt

kinds 'of trains or-whether they jist wanted
I got the Tirst constitution
established by asking a lot of questions and

_strictly Lionel.

sending out constant giiéstionnaires, about
ten. I still have all them at home. And all
the récords I have Finténd. to turi over to
the Club some day.

By the way, [ got that name propaganda
from the ldast Charter Member who-ever
jeined, number 83, whose name is Lou
Sinclair and he wrote me orie time and men-
tioned my propaganda. 1thoughtthatwasa
good word so from then on I used it, the
word propaganda.

DD; Why did the Charter Members

stopped at nimbei 8§32 Was there a iea-
son?

JG* That’s a good question. [ figured
the-first guys-should have some kind of an

‘honior and how long do. you allow fellows

to.join and be Charter Members. I just had
to guess at a date so I just one day put out

some propaganda _and I said that anybady
wha joined before Fune 25, or1 forget what
day it was woukd be-a Charter Memberand

anybody after that would become a Regular
Member, 1 just had to make my own dead-
ling arid I think I aflowed like:five ot six
moriths, I don’t remeimber, but it was made
up. [ had to make up some stuff 45T went
along, because there was nobody butme dnd
I had to make ali the decisions.

DD: Getting back'to your first attempt,
do you think you would have started the club
if you had pther-contacts intown and, 1f you
had other péopie to talk to, would you have
started. a hational clih?

JG: I think so, like T say, there were two
mzin reasens: for tryi_ng- tostart-a ¢club, First
off, there wefe no riagazines ‘except Model
Railroader and Railroad Model Craftsman
and they never putanything about Lionel in
pririt. Now, I think it's ironic how all'of a
sudden they came out with the magazine
Classic Toy Trains. It took them more than

twenty years to wake up o how many mem-.
It took Dick.

bers are in our Club,
Christianson, who use to b_e'_Ed_itor of Toy
Trains Magazine, 1o gét a magazine.out that
had a Iot of Lionel information in it.. By the

‘way, Toy Trains Magazing was very success-

ful, it was always sold out, every time you
tried fo gét one thitty years ago, boy you

‘better be the first one at the stand or you

didn’t get one. But when Model Railroader
bought-them out, right avway they stopped
miaking Toy Trains Magazine. So 1 knew
from reading Model Railroader magazine

and from the fact there was a magazine

called Toy Trains, a magazine many, many

-years ago that there was a lot of Lionel col-

lectors around and also the fact that the lo-

cal club I'started became very successful in

like a-month or so, then I just wasn’t safis-
fied.

The second reason was you used to hear

a lot" _qf people knock Lionel, especially
HO’ers. So,Twould say the 6ther main rea-

son was 1o’ put together a group. of pgople

who felt pride in the name Lionel. The furiny:

part of all that, I always thought, was darn,
if every time I kKnew a few guys who had

HO, every time I was:around them, their cars
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were always on the side of the track, derail-
ing, they were monkeying with them, the.
couplers were breaking; they were con-
stantly having tréuble-with their stuff. and
my little old trains, LIWhat few T'had, 1 never
had any trouble so, that is just a combina-
tionrof dlffercnt things, just me seeing things
and reading the magazines, T just féli there,

“was 4 real need and I used to really get

peeved when I used to hear people knock
Lionel - 50 -

DD: When I go back into my early days
of ¢ollecting, I always had three or four giys.
I used to talk to. While it wasn't a formal
club we at least had people to share infer-
ests withand I never felt the need for-me to
start a club - maybe it was because I had
friends there, Iwonder if your early history
mig;'ﬁ.- have lead you to the need 1o have a
clish.

JG: Well see, another thing that really
made me realize how impuortant is was.
needed to have a Lionel Club-was that day
when they brought thatAmerican Flyer col-
lector'over and lie says we-ought to change:

- the riamie to American Flyer Club. The thinig.

that really got me more than anything about
that so much was that these other collectors
agreed with tim-and his point was that there
were ofher guys there besides Lmnel and
maybe we should call it'a neutral name, like
“Toy Train Club. What really got me was
the fact that there was not any pride i the
Lionel name, not-even among Lionel eol-
lectors. That was the thing that really got
me going.

DD: How long was your-glder elub in
existence?

JG: You mean the fifst club, the Jocal
club?

DD: Yes, The Lionel Collectors Club ...

JG: Oh that club, the-first time, [ can’t
remember exactly but I would guess the first
club, the-one I called the Lionel Collectors:
Club, it might have been a year, to a year
and a half. And, remember, it was just a
locat club, which by the way every time. I
miention to' the local ¢lub let’s iry to get
somebody from Omaha or Minneapolis or
someplace - “Ch ‘nol we don’t want fo get.
too big because when and where aré we go-
ing to meet?” You see, they always had
negative stuff It worked great as.long as

{Continued on Page22.)
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